
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Laura Fowler       

Department: Historical Studies      Phone Number: (618) 650-2145 

E-mail Address: lmilsk@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1454 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   HIST 490 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

SIUE Peck Hall/Meridian Village Retirement Home/University Museum 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This URCA assistant will work with me to conduct research, create programming, and find funding for traveling 

museum boxes that house artifacts from the University Museum and go out to Meridian Village in Glen Carbon for 

exhibition and programming. The student will: 1) research other museums that have collaborative relationships with 

retirement and assisted-living facilities, especially those that are not art museums; 2) Liaise with Meridian Village 

programming employees to evaluate program effectiveness and reach visitor needs; 3) explore and help curate new 

objects from University Museum for additional exhibits; 4) research funding opportunities and co-write grant 

applications to fund future projects. I am test piloting a program this Fall 2017 semester and this URCA assistant 

will help take the project to a sustainable level. It can be beneficial for a variety of students across disciplines like 

history, art therapy, or anthropology. It can also provide an introduction into the field of museums and museum 

studies while working with an under-served population by museums. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The student will survey existing literature in history and museum studies to see how museums create programs that 

benefit and cooperate with assisted living/retirement homes in their communities. Academic journals will comprise 

the majority of this research. I am particularly interested in programs that exist beyond art museums. This research 

will help form the basic justification for grant applications that are requesting funds to create quarterly exhibits and 

traveling boxes to go to Meridian Village Retirement Home. Additionally, URCA assistant will work with the 

University Museum and Meridian Village to evaluate and propose programming that accompanies the traveling 

exhibit. Students might help select objects for the next exhibit and associated programming. Finally, the student will 

help research available granting agencies that might fund such a project and receive credit for co-writing a grant. 

This will require online database searches through Lovejoy Library, availability between 8:30 - 4:30 to meet at the 

University Museum on occasion, and transportation to go to Meridian Village in Glen Carbon. 

 

 



URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

  By the end of the experience, students will:  

   • Learn research skills on online databases and museum publications  

   • Research and co-write a grant application  

   • Gain an introduction to museum curation and educational programming  

   • Engage with senior members of the Glen Carbon community and see museum artifacts in a new light  

   • Explore artifacts and objects at the University Museum  

   • Create programming for elderly patrons  

   • Foster SIUE’s mission as a good community steward 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students can select their own hours. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Students must be able to have transport to the University Museum and Meridian Village in Glen Carbon. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Preference given to students who have taken HIST 301 with a grade of B or higher. Non-history majors are welcome 

to apply. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Student should be willing to engage in the broader community on a professional level. 

 

 


